
 
 

All parishes now receiving rebates 
from Encountering Christ 

 
 Social outreach, St. John Neumann  New roof, St. Anthony Marie de Claret Parish 

Every parish has now received a rebate from Encountering Christ, thanks to those who are 

faithfully fulfilling the commitments they made during the campaign. 

 

Of the $40.8 million in cash the diocese has received, $11.8 million has been returned to 

parishes. Rebates range from $2,500 to $1,236,447, according to Scott Whitaker, director of 

stewardship and development. 

 

He explained that as pledge payments are received, they are split 30-70 between the diocese and 

the parishes to which they were pledged.  

 

“Parishes receive their portion as parishioners fulfill their pledges and can then begin the projects 

they detailed in their case statements during the campaign — the same is true for the diocese,” he 

said. “I am grateful that during this difficult time, the vast majority of donors have continued to 

complete their pledge commitments.” 

 

Campaign funds are placed in a special account for each parish. Parishes are rebated 30 percent 

of pledges fulfilled up to their campaign goal. Parishes that raised more than their goal will 

receive 70 percent of those overage funds. 

 

The first funds from fulfilled pledges arrived at St. John Neumann Parish in Austin just as 

COVID-19 took hold, allowing the Austin parish to continue eliminating debt, engage in social 

outreach, support Catholic education and develop staff. 

 

“It couldn’t have been more of a Godsend,” said Joanne Senn, pastoral associate for development 

at the parish. “It allowed us to continue operating as a parish.” 



 

Aging roofs on three buildings at St. Anthony Marie de Claret Parish in Kyle have been replaced 

with campaign gifts, preventing serious damage to and ensuring the long-term viability of the 

parish hall, parish office and Holy Family House. 

 

“We had a really enthusiastic response from our parishioners, whose generosity helped us smash 

and exceed the goal,” said Father Uche Andeh, pastor.  

 

Sacred Heart Parish in Austin had planned to direct the entirety of its share of campaign funds 

toward building a larger church — a plan now on hold because of the pandemic. 

 

Instead, Sacred Heart is focusing on maintaining present facilities so they will continue to 

function for current parish activities and ministries, including the large religious education 

program. When the aging air conditioning failed in a number of classrooms and meeting rooms 

last summer, the parish consulted with leadership from the parish and finance councils and 

obtained approval from the diocese to shift $30,000 in campaign funds toward new air 

conditioning units. 

 

“Thank God we had been doing the ECC campaign, and that our parishioners continue to support 

it,” said Father Mark Hamlet, pastor. “With the help of God, hopefully we will achieve what the 

community requires in the future — a larger church plus functioning facilities for a very active 

community.” 

 


